VILLAGE OF CLIFFORD

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

Sept 19, 2023
All present.
Pres Ferguson called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS
MINUTES

Motion by C.M. Dan Zissler and seconded by C.M. Long to accept the minutes of Aug 15, 2023.  Motion Carried.
LOCAL ROADS PAVING

Council discussed the upcoming grant and the likelihood it will tear up our roads in a couple years, while going over the current bid. 

Motion by C.M. Long and seconded by C.M. Dan Zissler to have the section on lake Pleasant Road that is tore up repaved, along with the worst 30 or so feet of Belamy Street.  Motion Carried. 
DRINKING WATER GRANT

The clerk stated that we have been awarded a 50% matching grant from the DWSRF grant application. The clerk stated the engineers are meeting with her and the DPW manager on Thursday to discuss options.
CURBS AND SIDEWALKS

C.M. Dan Zissler to walk James Barn’s Concrete rep around to determine where we need to concentrate our efforts. 

Motion by C.M. Dan Zissler and seconded by C.M. Ferguson to have James Barn Concrete repair the worst of the downtown sidewalks and curbs.  Motion Carried.

NEW BUSINESS

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer gave the Treasurer’s report.  Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Ferguson to accept the treasurer’s report.  Motion Carried.

POLICE REPORT

Officer Rhodes was not present.  
LAPEER COUNTY VETERAN’S AFFAIRS DIRECTOR
Pete Kirley, the director of Lapeer County Veteran’s Affairs was present to ask for help in spreading information. The mileage for the Veteran’s in the county will expire in December. The Mileage will then be voted on next August and we need to get the word out that this is NOT a new mileage, rather just a continuance of the expired one, with no raise in cost.

He also explained that if you are a veteran, in the county. You should stop in to the office to see if you are missing out on any benefits. 

Mr. Kirley also explained there is a transportation program that will shuttle Veterans to their VA Appointments around the state. Veteran’s must call 36 to 48 hours in advance to set up the ride. They have 3 van’s and are capable of accommodating wheelchair bound vets as well.  Veteran’s Affairs of Lapeer phone number is 810-667-0256.

COUNTY COMMISSIONER

Gary Howell was present to share information with the council.  He stated the state is trying to pass legislation that takes the village’s rights away to regulate solar, wind power and aggregate mining. This should be local decisions not state.
BLIGHT

Motion by C.M. Dan Zissler and seconded by C.M. Long to have the clerk send letters to owners of two homes with people living in travel trailers on their property. 4459 Washington St and 4605 Pleasant St.  Motion Carried.
ROADS
Marlette road is currently getting ready for repaving of the county portion. 
Motion by C.M. Dan Zissler and seconded by C.M. Ferns to contract and have  our portion of Marlette road, from the village limits to the curve redone at the same time the county is doing their portion. Motion Carried.

SOLAR FACILITY MORITORIUM
It was brought to council’s attention that certain villagers were moving forward with plans to lease large areas of land to solar farms. There are currently no regulations in place regarding size, set backs, greenbelts, etc. The planning commission will be meeting to adopt changes to the Zoning Ordinance to cover solar regulations on facilities.  In the mean time there needs to be a halt to proceedings that are in the works.

Motion by C.M. Dan Zissler and seconded by C.M. Ferguson to adopt a Moratorium on solar energy facility development projects in the village, Resolution 23-06.  

Ayes: C.M. Ferguson, C.M. Long, C.M. Ferns, C.M. Dan Zissler, C.M. Hardies, C.M. Dawn Zissler, and Pres Ferguson.

Nayes: None

Abstain: None

Motion Carried.

EMERGENCY FIRE AND POLICE COST RECOVERY
Motion by C.M. Dan Zissler and seconded by C.M. Long to pass Ordinance 60 Village of Clifford Emergency Fire and Police Cost Recovery. This ordinance will allow the village to be recoup the cost of and dangerous or hazardous material clean up.  Motion Carried.
DTE EASEMENT

DTE is asking for an easement across the back of the lagoon property, for the purpose of running power lines underground. 

Motion by C.M. Long and seconded by C.M. Dan Zissler to grant DTE an easement on the back of the lagoon property for the purpose of running power lines underground.  Motion Carried.

GUESTS

Jim Rye was present for the Burlington Twshp Fire Dept. There will be an open house at the Fire Hall on October 7 from 10-2. They will have a bounce house and be grilling hot dogs. All are welcome.
CURRENT BILLS

Motion by C.M. Dan Zissler and seconded by C.M. Ferguson to pay the current bills.

General Fund 


check #11241-11255
Major Street



check #1924-1929
Local Street



check #1271-1274
Water




check # 4585-4598
Equipment



check #2682-2688
Sewer




check# 1911-1914
ADJOURN
Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Dawn Zissler to adjourn the meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm.








__________________

Laura Fenton; Clerk

