VILLAGE OF CLIFFORD

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

Oct 17, 2023
C.M. Ferguson Absent.
Pres Ferguson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS
MINUTES

Motion by C.M. Dan Zissler and seconded by C.M. Long to accept the minutes of Sept 19, 2023.  Motion Carried.
DRINKING WATER GRANT

The clerk stated that we will be reapplying next year for the drinking water grant. There is no way the village can afford 50% of the proposed project, which is what we were approved for as a grant.  She explained that we are trying for a 100% grant.
BLIGHT

The clerk reported that 4605 Pleasant St called and informed her the trailer is empty, 4459 Washington St has not contacted the office. Clerk will have Officer Rhodes check the situation out.

NEW BUSINESS

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer gave the Treasurer’s report.  Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Ferguson to accept the treasurer’s report.  Motion Carried.

HALLOWEEN HOURS
Council set the hours for Trick or Treating to 6 pm to 8 pm October 31st, 2023.

Motion by C.M. Long and seconded by C.M. Hardies to set the Halloween trick or treating to 6-8 pm Oct 32st.  Motion Carried.

SEWER PUMPS

DPW Manager, Ron Trombley, explained that the sewer pumps recently had to have an emergency unclogging. He feels strongly that we need to get the pumps pulled to check them all over. He went on to say that there is a new system available that will alert his phone to high water level. The system is free, we have to pay for installation and a minimum monthly fee.

Motion by C.M. Long and seconded by C.M. Dan Zissler to have the pumps pulled for maintenance and inspection and to install the new High Water Alarm system and pay for the monthly fee of the telephone alert from the system.  Motion Carried.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS

The clerk presented the budget amendments, needed to bring us up to current spending levels. 

Motion by C.M. Dan Zissler and seconded by C.M. Ferns to approve the budget amendments to bring spending current, as presented by the clerk.  Motion Carried.

A copy of the current budget is available for review in the Municipal office. 


SOLAR ZONING

The clerk stated she has been in contact with the attorney regarding amending the Zoning Ordinance to include Solar projects. There will be a meeting of the Planning Commission on Tuesday the 24th at 7 for an initial review. After that there will be a public meeting scheduled and then it will go to council for approval. The council is hoping to have the amendments in place by December.

GUESTS

Theresa Hannath was present representing DTE Renewable Energy. The was here to talk about how DTE’s “Best practices” work, in regard to set backs, screening and anti-glare procedures for Solar Farm projects. She stated that DTE uses a set back of 300 feet from non-participating residents. There is also good screening procedures in place for tree planting.  She also explained how the new technology allows them to stop glare problems. These, Best Practices, are done even if there are no local ordinances in place. 
She went on to assure the council that there are multiple independent studies showing property values are not negatively impacted from solar projects. 

CURRENT BILLS

Motion by C.M. Dan Zissler and seconded by C.M. Long to pay the current bills.

General Fund 


check #11256-11272
Major Street



check #1930-1936
Local Street



check #1275-1278
Water




check # 4599-4610
Equipment



check #2689-2693
Sewer




check# 1915-1921
ADJOURN
Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Long to adjourn the meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.








__________________

Laura Fenton; Clerk

