VILLAGE OF CLIFFORD

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

Oct 17, 2017
ALL PRESENT
Pres. Ode called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
OLD BUSINESS

MINUTES

Motion by C.M. Zissler, seconded by C.M. Ferns to accept the minutes of Sept 19, 2017.  Motion Carried.

DANGEROUS BUILDINGS

Joseph Skwirsk of 9594 Main Street was present. He asked the council for an extension on the repairs to his home, as he has injured his hand.  Council expressed their appreciation for the work he has done so far.

Motion by C.M. Zissler and seconded by Pres. Ode to extend the deadline on repairs of 9594 Main Street to January 1, 2018.  Motion Carried.

NEW BUSINESS

POLICE REPORT

Officer Hill gave the statistics for the past month and stated that traffic stops were up in the village. 

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer gave the financial report. Motion by C.M. Zissler and seconded by C.M. Ferns to accept the financial report.  Motion Carried
RESOLUTION 17-01 OPT OUT

This bill states that the village must “opt out” annually to be in compliance.  To be in compliance the village must either enact a “Hard cap” on the insurance it offers, do an 80/20 split on it, or opt out of the bill by a 2/3 majority vote. 

The council still believes it should have the right to decide this issue without interference by the Government of the state.  The budget dictates our ability to offer insurance coverage and will be discussed prior to next year’s budget approval as we always do.

A motion to adopt the RESOLUTION TO OPT OUT OF THE Publicly Funded Health Insurance Contribution Act, Public Act 152 of 2011 was offered by C.M. Zissler and seconded by C.M. Costello.  Ayes: C.M. Zissler, C.M. Ferns, C.M. Costello, and Pres Ode. Nays: none. Absent: None Abstain: C.M. Armstrong. Motion Carried.

BLIGHT
There has been illegal dumping of shingles on village property, located behind 9645 Railroad street on the walking trail/old railroad bed. Officer Hill to investigate and deliver an appropriate ticket. 

9645 Railroad St has a lot of vehicles and Officer Hill to check them for current registrations.

ZONING ORDINANCE VIOLATIONS

9986 Main Street is in possession of several chickens and ducks. This is a violation of our zoning ordinance. 

4474 Clifford Road is in possession of ducks, this is also a violation of the zoning ordinance. 

Motion by C.M. Zissler and seconded by C.M. Costello to send letters to those in violation of the Zoning Ordinance section 5.02, which states that you must have ten acres to have livestock, and no livestock, poultry or rabbits may be kept within platted subdivisions.  Motion Carried.

DRAIN COMMISSION
The village is in receipt of the first bill for the Indian Creek Drain project, from the Lapeer County Drain Commission. The amount we were billed this year was $7395.80.  This will be an ongoing annual bill until we have paid the Village at large portion. 

Motion by C,M, Zissler and seconded by C.M. Armstrong to amend the 2017-2018 budget to include a line item in the General Fund for Drains, in the amount of $7400.00.  Motion Carried.

PUMP HOUSE

Mike Armstrong stated that he is moving forward with the acquisition of a new generator for the main pump house, as directed by the State of Michigan. He suggested we look into running natural gas to the pump house for power to the generator and the heating of the building.  He also stated he is unsure of the cost of the new generator, but is looking into it.

Motion by Pres Ode and seconded by C.M. Zissler to have Mike Armstrong contact Semco to order a line ran into the main pump house. Motion Carried.

GUESTS

Ruthann Mersino was present to address council. She is an artist and has done a rendering of the Elevator in pen and watercolor. The Portrait includes how it originally looked and how it looks now, with a brief history.
She stated she would like to donate the original portrait to hang in the Elevator and has had 10 prints made. One of the prints is framed and the rest are not. She further stated that she would like to be reimbursed only for the cost of the prints and council may then do with them as they see fit.

Motin by C.M. Zissler, and seconded by Pres Ode, to reimburse the costs of the printing to Ruthann Mersino, in the amount of $250.00.  Motion Carried.

For anyone interested in purchasing a print please contact the village hall for details.

CURRENT BILLS

Motion by C.M. Zissler and seconded by C.M. Ferns to pay the current bills.

General Fund 


check #10056-10070
Major Street



check #
Local Street



check #
Water




check # 3749-3754
Equipment



check #
Sewer




check# 1683-1684
Motion Carried. 
ADJOURN

Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Costello to adjourn the meeting.  

Meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm.









__________________

Laura Fenton; Clerk

