VILLAGE OF CLIFFORD

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

Nov 21, 2023
C.M. Ferguson, C.M. Long, and C.M. Dan Zissler Absent.
Pres Ferguson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS
MINUTES

Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Dawn Zissler to accept the minutes of Oct 17, 2023.  Motion Carried.
BLIGHT

The Clerk stated she is in receipt of a Judgement regarding 4470 Maitland St. The case has been dismissed as the owner has cleaned up the property.

NEW BUSINESS

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer gave the Treasurer’s report.  Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Dawn Zissler to accept the treasurer’s report.  Motion Carried.

Treasurer reported that last month the amount stated for Payroll was a minus amount and it should have been positive.
Motion by C.M. Dawn Zissler and seconded by C.M. Hardies to change Septembers Treasurer’s report to reflect a positive balance in payroll. Motion Carried.

INCOME SURVEY
The Clerk stated that in order to raise our chances of qualifying for a Drinking Water grant that covers more of a percentage than 50 we need to be a “significantly overburdened community”. This means that the average income in town needs to be lower than what the last census has it at. Currently the census puts the average income in the village at $46, 838., We need it to be lower  to raise our chances to qualify at a higher level for the drinking water grant. 

We have the opportunity to have a third party perform an Income Survey. The council feels strongly that this may help us. It seems that the census records home owner’s income and not the income of all the renters we have in the village. The income survey will be mailed to every resident in the village. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT EVERY ONE RESPOND. This information is going to a third-party firm and they do not use it for anything other than this survey average. 

Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Dawn Zissler to have an Income Survey conducted in the village by GLCAP to determine if we can qualify for a higher level of grant.  Motion Carried.
SEWER PUMPS

DPW Manager, Ron Trombley, explained that the sewer pumps were pulled and checked. The result of the inspection is that they recommend new propellors and wear plates at a cost of $7188.00. 
Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Dawn Zissler to have the sewer pumps repaired by Kerr Pump for a cost of $7188.00.  Motion Carried.

RES 23-07 “Opt out”
This bill states that the village must “opt out” annually to be in compliance.  To be in compliance the village must either enact a “Hard cap” on the insurance it offers, do an 80/20 split on it, or opt out of the bill by a 2/3 majority vote. 

The council still believes it should have the right to decide this issue without interference by the Government of the state.  The budget dictates our ability to offer insurance coverage and will be discussed prior to next year’s budget approval as we always do.

A motion to adopt the RESOLUTION TO OPT OUT OF THE Publicly Funded Health Insurance Contribution Act, Public Act 152 of 2011 was offered by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Hardies.  Ayes: C.M. Ferns, C.M. Dawn Zissler, C.M. Hardies, Pres Ferguson Nays: none. Absent: C.M. Long, C.M. Dan Zissler and C.M. Ferguson. Motion Carried.

PLANNING COMMISSION PAY ORDINANCE 23-08

The clerk stated that, according to Village Ordinance 52, Subsection 5 states that members of the planning commission are to be paid and reimbursed for expenses as provided by the village council.

Motion By C.M. Hardies and seconded by C.M. Ferns to adopt Resolution 23-08 to provide for pay to the Planning commission in the amount of $50.00 per meeting, except in the event the meeting exceeds two hours, then they shall be paid at a rate of $10.00 per hour. Members shall be reimbursed for any legitimate expenses, as determined by the secretary of the planning Commission. This resolution will go in to effect as of October 1st 2023.  

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: C.M. Ferns, C.M. Hardies, C.M. Dawn Zissler and Pres Ferguson

Nays: none

Absent: C.M. Dan Zissler, C.M. Ferguson, and C.M. Long.

Abstain: None      

Motion Carried.

SOLAR ENERGY PUBLIC HEARING

There is a Public meeting scheduled for December 13th at 7 pm here at the Village Hall.  The Planning Commission is presenting the new Solar Power Zoning Ordinance amendment.

LAPEER COUNTY SHERIFF CONTRACT

The village is in receipt of the proposed 2024 Lapeer County Police Contract. The clerk stated that last year it totaled $43402.74 proposed and this year it is proposed at $47393.13, an increase of $3990.39. 

Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Dawn Zissler to accept the Lapeer County Sheriff Contract for 2023, in the amount of $47393.13.  Motion Carried.

The Clerk stated residents need to be aware and thinking about the fact that the Police millage will be up at the end of 2024. We will have to put the new proposed millage on the ballot in Nov 2024 to continue having an officer in the village.

CHRISTMAS BONUSES

Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Dawn Zissler to raise last year’s bonuses by $50.00. So, Mike Armstrong will receive $300, Laura Fenton and Barb Hart $400 and Her Deming $150.00. Motion Carried.

Motion by Pres Ferguson and seconded by C.M. Ferns to give the DPW Manager Ronald Trombley a bonus of $350.00, as he has been here a year now.  Motion Carried.

GUESTS

Jim Rye Representing Burlington Twp. Fire Dept, told council about the new mobile light the Fire Department got on a grant. He also stated they are hosting a county Christmas meeting and dinner on Dec 13th at 7 pm. 
CURRENT BILLS

Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Dawn Zissler to pay the current bills.

General Fund 


check #11273-11290
Major Street



check #1937-1941
Local Street



check #1279-1281
Water




check # 4611-4623
Equipment



check #2694-2696
Sewer




check# 1922-1927
ADJOURN
Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Hardies to adjourn the meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.








__________________

Laura Fenton; Clerk

