REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

Jan 17, 2023
C.M. Dan Zissler Absent.
Pres Ferguson called the council meeting to order at 7:00
OLD BUSINESS

MINUTES

Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Long to accept the minutes of Dec 20, 2022.  Motion Carried

BLIGHT TICKET
4470 Maitland was issued a ticket of default by the court, as the owner did not appear. Officer Rhodes explained that we can issue another ticket to ask the court to allow us to clean up the property and place the cost on the taxes. 

Officer Rhodes went on to explain that the 9645 Railroad address had a new ticket written, after the first recipient passed away,  but we have not been notified of a court date, so maybe it fell through  the cracks. 

Council brought up the home at 4400 Gertrude that continues to have junk vehicles and trash in the yard, despite multiple tickets.

Motion by C.M. Long and seconded by C.M. Ferns to have officer Rhodes write tickets for 4470 Maitland , 4400 Gertrude. And 9645 Railroad.  Motion Carried.

NEW BUSINESS
TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer gave the Treasurer’s report.  Motion by C.M. Fergusson and seconded by C.M. Ferns to accept the treasurer’s report.  Motion Carried.

POLICE REPORT

Officer Rhodes gave the stats and also informed council of an audit he ran on Main Street Jan 9th and 11th. On the dates mentioned, in approximately 4 hours total, he counted 132 vehicles and clocked 7 vehicles speeding, 4 of which were pulled over.

He responded to councils’ motion of Dec 20, 2022 wanting him to change his hours. He stated that his hours are split here and with Imlay and they do not want his hours changed and neither does he. He further mentioned that if we go to the two 8 hours and one 4 hour shifts, he will be in the village less time than he is now, because of roll call and travel time. He also wanted to remind council that the contract is a 75/25 split with the county. 

Motion by C.M. Ferguson and seconded by C.M. Ferns to leave Officer Rhodes hours as they are now.  Motion Carried.
BURLINGTON TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT

Assistant Chief Jim Rye was present and let council know he will be attending meetings now. He talked about how badly ALL the Fire Departments in Michigan need help, with 54 career departments looking and ALL departments in Lapeer, Sanilac and Tuscola County looking for help. So PLEASE, if you or someone you know is interested contact your nearest Fire Department.

He also stated the Fire Dept has rented the Elevator for their annual Christmas Party on Saturday. He asked council to consider donating the rental to them.
Motion By C.M. Long seconded by C.M. Ferns to rent the elevator on Jan 21, 2023 to the Burlington Twshp Fire Dept free of charge. Motion Carried. 

BUDGET 2023-2024 PROJECTS

Discussion of next year’s proposed budget centered around Local Streets that need to be attended to. The Major Street fund needs to build back up before we can look at any projects involving Marlette, Main or Clifford Roads.

Motion by C.M. Long and seconded by C.M. Dawn Zissler to budget $50,000 for Local Road projects.  Motion Carried.
HOLIDAYS 2023-2024

Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Ferguson to set the following holiday schedule for 2023-2024, for those regularly scheduled to work on that day:

Memorial Day May 29, 2023

Independence Day July 4, 2023

Labor Day Sept 4, 2023

Thanksgiving Nov 23, 2023

Christmas Day Dec 25, 2023

New Year’s Day Jan 1, 2023

President’s Day Feb 19, 2023

Motion Carried.
WAGES 2023-2024

Clerk Fenton stated that the budget for next year will support an increase in wages.  Council discussed several different options for raises this year. The economy and the normal hiring wages of the year in other industries were discussed.

Council members Long and Dawn Zissler wanted a 6% raise. The rest of council stated that the economy and the years of service of both the Clerk and the Treasurer warranted a 7 % at least.

Motion by C.M. Ferguson and seconded by C.M. Hardies to give the clerk and the treasurer a 7% raise per hour to bring them to $17.92 and $17.23, respectively, for 2023-2024.  C.M. Dawn Zissler and C.M. Long Nay C.M. Ferguson, Hardies, Ferns and Pres Ferguson Ayes. Motion Carried.
Motion by C.M. Long and Seconded by C.M. Ferns to pay Pres. Ferguson $18.00 per hour when he is snow plowing, or doing other DPW related activities for the village.  Motion Carried with C.M. Ferguson Abstaining.

Motion by C.M. Long and seconded by C.M. Ferns to raise the Presidents monthly wage from $250 to $300.  Motion Carried with C.M. Ferguson Abstaining.

BURLINGTON TOWNSHIP LEASE

Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Zissler to renew the lease and leave the rent for the Fire hall in 2022 the same, at $5500.00 per year. Motion Carried.

ACT 51 TRANSFER

Once a year we can transfer 25% of the Act 51 monies Major Street received into Local Street.  The clerk stated that this works out to over $15,000, and feels we should transfer less than 25%, because of the fact that we are trying to grow the Major Street fund for larger road projects.

Motion by C.M. Long and seconded by C.M. Ferns to transfer $12,000 of the Act 51 money received in Major Street into Local Street.  Motion Carried.

ROAD SIGN

The clerk, Laura Fenton, stated the curve at the south end of town is in need of a solution to the fact that, recently every other car seems to run the stop sign at the curve for west bound Clifford Road. All other council members agreed that they have also almost perished at the curve in question. The clerk suggested a sign stating: on coming curve traffic does not stop, be added to stop sign.

Motion by C.M. Ferguson and seconded by C.M. Long to add a sign at the west bound second stop sign on Clifford Road reading: On coming curve traffic does not stop.  Motion Carried.

GUESTS

John Ode wanted to thank Pres Gary Ferguson for his handling of the last snow storm and all the other things he does for the village free of charge. He also wanted to suggest the village should give him a raise for all he does.
CURRENT BILLS

Motion by C.M. Ferns and seconded by C.M. Long to pay the current bills.

General Fund 


check #11124-11142
Major Street



check #1894-1896
Local Street



check #1246-1248
Water




check # 4480-4492
Equipment



check #2645-2651
Sewer




check# 1878-1880
ADJOURN
Motion by C.M. Long and seconded by C.M. Dawn Zissler to adjourn the meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:35pm.








__________________

Laura Fenton, Clerk

